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anthony [in a grim voice]. These are the words of my own son.
They are the words of a generation that I don't understand;
the words of a soft breed.
[A general murmur. With a 'violent effort anthony recovers
his control.
EDGAR [quietly}. I said it of myself, too, Father.
[A long look is exchanged between them^and anthony puts
out his hand with a gesture as if to sweep the personalities
away; then places it against his brow, swaying as though
from giddiness. There is a movement towards him. He waves
them back.
anthony. Before I put this amendment to the Board., I have one
more word to say. [He looks from face to face.] If it is carried,,
it means that we shall fail in what we set ourselves to do. It
means that we shall fail in the duty that we owe to all Capital.
It means that we shall fail in the duty that we owe ourselves.
It means that we shall be open to constant attack to which we
as constantly shall have to yield. Be under no misapprehension
—run this time, and you will never make a stand again! You
will have to fly like curs before the whips of your own men. If
that is the lot you wish for, you will vote for this amendment.
[He looks again from face to face, finally resting his gaze on
edgar; all sit with their eyes on the ground. anthony
makes a gesture, and TENCH hands him the book. He reads.
"Moved by Mr. Wilder, and seconded by Mr. Wanklin: That
the men's demands be placed at once in the hands of Mr.
Simon Harness for settlement on the lines indicated by him
this morning.' [With sudden vigour.] Those in favour: Signify
the same in the usual way!
[For a minute no one moves; then hastily, just as ANTHONY
is about to speak, wilder's hand and wanklin's are held
up, then scantlebury's, and last edgar's, who does not
lift his head.
Contrary?  [anthony lifts his own hand}   [In a clear voice}
The amendment is carried. I resign my position on this Board.
[enid gasps, and there is dead silence. anthony sits motion-

